
 

LBM File Location & Document Name: Legal/Club History/History Inception of MLBC 

Milton Lawn Bowling Club - the Early Years 

It took a few years for the Club to get going. In April 1911, the Canadian Champion reported that “There has been talk of organizing 

a lawn bowling club this spring but nothing has been done so far”.  

Again in May 1912 “the committee on the formation of a bowling club reported at a meeting of the Curling Club on Tuesday evening. 

No definite action was taken. A public meeting of all interested in bowling will be held in the council chamber, town hall next Monday 

evening”.  

Nothing came of that meeting in 1912 and it was another year before things actually took off. In May 1913, the Champion reported 

that “A meeting to complete the organization of the bowling club and for the election of officers will be held in the town hall Friday 

(May 23
rd

) at 8 o’clock. Grounds have been secured and everybody interested should make it a point to attend.” The next week it was 

said that “on account of stores, etc. being kept open late on Friday evening, Saturday being a holiday, the organization of the bowling 

club was postponed but it is a certainty.  A green is being prepared beside the large elm tree below the hill west of Grace Church”. 

So here we see the first reference to the location of Milton’s first lawn bowling green - “beside the large elm tree below the hill 

west of Grace Church”. This was an area known as “Martin’s Flats”, behind today’s Troy’s Diner, and back before there was a 

Millside Drive or condo buildings there.  

Preparatory work on the green progressed in June 1913 “The lease for the green west of Grace Church has been closed and men have 

been at work on it for several days. A goodly number of citizens have joined the club and subscribed liberally. A meeting to complete 

organization and elect officers will be held at the council chamber on Monday evening (June 16
th

)”. 

We are very fortunate to still have the old Minute Books of the Club and the first entry in Minute Book #1 dated Monday June 16
th

 

1913 says “moved by A McGibbon, seconded by Mr. Johnstone that a bowling club be organized”.  

In July the Champion reported that “the Milton Bowling Club’s first practice came off on Monday evening on their new green west of 

Grace Church. The green was a little rough as might have been expected. There were plenty of electric lights. The regular opening will 

come off tomorrow evening (July 18
th

). Invitations have been issued”.  The following week it was reported that “the opening came off 

Friday evening. There was a large turnout. A heavy roller has been procured and is used daily”. So here is another noteworthy date, 

the first bowling competition in Milton on Friday July 18
th

 1913. 

The first ‘away game’ may have been July 31
st

 when the Champion reported that “two rinks go to Acton today for a game”. In August 

1913, “two rinks of Acton bowlers came here for a return match” and “three rinks go to Burlington tomorrow”. 

The Club continued to improve in 1914 and 1915. In July 1915, the Champion reported that “after a series of defeats, the locals 

surprised themselves by beating Acton”. 

The next big development occurred in 1916. The Executive committee minutes for October 26
th

 1916 records that a motion was 

carried “that the Club purchase the Tock property at $700”. 

This big decision was reported in the Champion on 9
th

 November 1916 “A New Green: the Milton Bowling Club has bought Mrs. A. 

Tock’s cherry orchard on Commercial Street. The lease of the present green will expire at the end of next season and by that time 

the new one will be ready. It will be much larger than the other one and is sure to be far better as the soil is just what it should be. A 

club house will be erected and the intention is to have a big opening, with a tournament”. 

In the Club minutes of October 1917 it is noted that the accounts of the “old green” are being closed and monies transferred to the 

“new green” account. 

There was no more reference I could find to the new green, nor any report of an opening tournament, but given the information 

above, I believe our Club would be justified in celebrating the 100
th

 anniversary of the Commercial Street bowling green in 2018. 


